
Minor Festivals: The Name of Jesus 
“On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had 
given him before he had been conceived.”  (Luke 2:21) 

For most of the world, January 1 is New Year’s Day.  At the time of the New Year, it is appropriate to thank 
God for the blessings of the past year, and to implore him for his continued blessings in the year to come. 

For Christians, January 1 holds even more significance.  On that day we celebrate the Festival of the Name of 
Jesus.  The Jews typically named their baby boys on the eighth day—the day of their circumcision.  In 
obedience to the Old Testament law, Mary and Joseph circumcised their little baby boy and named him Jesus. 

What was the significance of circumcision?  Two thousand years before Jesus’ birth, the LORD promised a man 
named Abraham that from his offspring (seed) all the nations on earth would be blessed.  In other words, the 
Savior of the world would spring from his family line.  As a visible seal, symbol, and constant reminder of the 
promise of a Savior from sin, God instituted circumcision.  Why circumcision?  Because God’s promise of a 
Savior had to do with Abraham’s family line.  Circumcision affected the instrument through which the family 
line was carried on.  It was a constant reminder that one particular “Seed of Abraham” would arrive on the 
scene and rescue his people from their sin.  Through faith in that promised Savior, Old Testament believers 
were assured of forgiveness and eternal life.  Circumcision was a visible seal of the righteousness that was 
theirs through faith.  It was also a constant reminder of who they were—God’s people.  As God’s people they 
were obligated to fulfill the entire Law that God had given through Moses. 

By taking on human flesh and being circumcised, Jesus was showing that he was under God’s law and obligated 
to obey all of it.  Unlike sinful human beings, Jesus—being fully God as well as fully human—was able to 
faultlessly fulfill God’s law.  He was able to offer up the perfect sacrifice on the cross to rescue a world full of 
lawbreakers.  The heavenly Father showed that he accepted Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf by raising him from 
the dead on the third day.  Since Jesus himself is the fulfillment of circumcision’s promise—the promise of a 
Savior— circumcision is no longer necessary.  We no longer need the visible sign of the coming Savior, 
because we have the fulfillment of that promise in Christ.  The New Testament counterpart of circumcision is 
Holy Baptism, as Paul wrote, “In Christ you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not 
with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ,  12 having been buried 
with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the 
dead.” (Colossians 2:11-12) 
 
On the day of his circumcision, Mary’s child received the name Jesus.  Jesus means “Savior.”  As described 
above, Jesus lived up to his name.  He has saved us from ourselves—from the spiritual rot that flows from our 
sinful, sin-filled hearts.  He rescued us from Satan’s dark kingdom of death and brought us into his kingdom of 
light and salvation.  He delivered us from the terrors of death and opened up for us the pleasures of life eternal. 

On New Year’s Day, remember the Name of Jesus.  Remember that when there are no more New Year’s Days, 
it is that saving Name that will deliver us into eternal days of joy. 

Jesus! Name of priceless worth To the fallen here on earth 
For the promise that it gave, “Jesus shall his people save.” 

 
Jesus! Only name that’s given Under all the mighty heaven 

Whereby all, to sin enslaved, Burst their fetters and are saved. 
 
After sharing this devotion with your family, take the time to read Genesis 17. 
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